
STE-006.wav-oral history- WW2 and how it affected children 
Interview of Carol Tyler Baker to Susana Baker 
 
Susana Baker: [00:00:01] There goes. OK. Please tell me your name like your full name.  
 
Carol Tyler Baker: [00:00:07] Carol Tyler Baker.  
 
SB: [00:00:12] OK. And your maiden name.  
 
CTB: [00:00:14] Tyler, T Y L E R.  
 
SB: [00:00:17] Awesome. Can you tell me your age please?  
 
CTB: [00:00:23] Eighty, Excuse me, seventy eight.  
 
SB: [00:00:26] Heh, ok and your birth year?  
 
CTB: [00:00:32] 6, 2, 39. June the 2nd, 39, 1939.  
 
SB: [00:00:39] Cool, Okay. What about family background. Like are you from originally?  
 
CTB: [00:00:44] From um Baltimore Maryland I guess, where I was born.  
 
SB: [00:00:55] Cool, OK, What about your parents? You know they were their from?  
 
CTB: [00:00:58] Baltimore also.  
 
SB: [00:01:03] Cool, OK and is English your native language?  
 
CTB: [00:01:06] English is our language, yes.  
 
SB: [00:01:08] You speak any other languages?  
 
CTB: [00:01:10] No.  
 
SB: [00:01:15] Ok, um, What part of the world did you, like are your parents from? Do you have 
any like, like roots in a specific place.  
 
CTB: [00:01:24] From the 16 hundreds in Maryland, in USA. United states they were one of the 
first people that came over when the Dutch came from Germany they came through Holland and 
then they came to the United States and landed in Massachusetts.  
 
SB: [00:01:48] At what level of education did your parents have? What did they do for a living?  
 
CTB: [00:01:56] My mother had only ah, I would say 12th grade education and help writing a book 
at Johns Hopkins. My father worked in accounting.  
 
SB: [00:02:20] OK. Did you have any siblings?  
 
CTB: [00:02:26] One brother.  
 
SB: [00:02:27] Older younger?  



 
CTB: [00:02:28] Four years older.  
 
SB: [00:02:32] What is your relationship with them?  
 
CTB: [00:02:35] They're both deceased. All three are deceased my parents and my brother.  
 
SB: [00:02:42] Ok. Do you know any other important information about your parents or your 
family that you would like to discuss.  
 
CTB: [00:02:54] No.  
 
SB: [00:02:56] Okay. In what part of the world or country like were you at during World war two? 
Were you still in Balti..  
 
CTB: [00:03:06] Baltimore Maryland  
 
SB: [00:03:10] OK. Baltimore Maryland.  
 
CTB: [00:03:12] One minute it was on the river so it was Pasadena Maryland.  
 
CTB: [00:03:19] The back of the river  
 
SB: [00:03:22] What was your home like?  
 
CTB: [00:03:24] Very normal.  
 
SB: [00:03:26] Normal.  
 
CTB: [00:03:27] Mothers and fathers that stayed married forever.  
 
SB: [00:03:33] Ok you remember if it was, like, a one story house?  
 
CTB: [00:03:39] Well that was a one story house yes on the McAfee River.  
 
SB: [00:03:45] Directly on the river or just close by.  
 
CTB: [00:03:48] I would say directly.  
 
SB: [00:03:55] Ok. Cool. What about your neighborhood? Was it a good neighborhood? Like full 
of families or?  
 
CTB: [00:04:00] It was normal. I would say average.  
 
SB: [00:04:05] average neighborhood. OK. Is there anything specific you'd like to remember about 
that neighborhood in particular.  
 
CTB: [00:04:14] No.  
 
SB: [00:04:16] OK. What did you do for fun? What do you like to do? Where do you like to go?  
 
CTB: [00:04:20] Anything like swimming, on the pier and swimming distances.  



 
SB: [00:04:31] Swimming in the river?  
 
CTB: [00:04:33] Yes.  
 
SB: [00:04:35] OK. World War two. Between 1939 and 1945 were you aware that there was a war 
going on?  
 
CTB: [00:04:47] Yes.  
 
SB: [00:04:49] OK. What's your earliest memory of World War Two?  
 
CTB: [00:04:52] 1935 when the war was over  
 
SB: [00:04:58] 1945.  
 
CTB: [00:05:00] Yeah.  
 
SB: [00:05:03] Can you please describe it?  
 
CTB: [00:05:06] The war was over and we knew we were having a war with Germany and when 
they announced it was over on the radio, everybody was hanging around the radio because there 
wasn't a TV. And when they announced it was over we got an old siren out and rang it and then 
people on the river started shooting off, people that had fireworks or something. I don't know how 
they had fireworks because it wasn't 4th of July but they shot off some fireworks or flares and it was 
all exciting. The kids were all excited and we were, 'There's one over there going up and there's one 
here.'  
 
SB: [00:06:00] How did World War Two effect your everyday life, like your family life and school 
and just like, as you're walking around your home did you know like the effects of the war?  
 
CTB: [00:06:14] We knew we couldn't get certain foods though they were rationed and then you 
had a little book. And when you went shopping you could use one of your stamps to get more butter 
or flour. I understand that tinfoil on the back of gum drops and everything. They took that off and 
we saved that. So we bring it home and have a ball. And I understand they never even used the 
tinfoil for the war effort. And we also could buy bonds at school bring them in and you bring in a 
quarter or something and put it towards a bond but I was sort of young and just remember there 
were certain things you couldn't get, foods.  
 
SB: [00:07:18] What about your parents? Were they involved in the war?  
 
CTB: [00:07:22] My mother was a Red Cross volunteer. And whenever they announce that 
everybody would have to turn their lights off. So you couldn't see that they were flying over town I 
guess that's about it, I remember.  
 
SB: [00:07:47] Was your mother away a lot because she was a volunteer?  
 
CTB: [00:07:53] I was proud of her because she's an important part. She had some leaflets that she 
gave out. don't know what else she did. I don't remember.  
 
SB: [00:08:09] OK. What about when you heard the adults talking? Do you remember any 
particular stories or news that they used to just tell around the house?  



 
CTB: [00:08:18] They were constantly telling stories about who, who went in to service, who was 
killed and my parents bought a big house and they used to rent out rooms to people in the service. 
They were friendly even after the war with those people. They were in the service.  
 
SB: [00:08:52] Where were you like, how old were you. Exactly. During the war?  
 
CTB: [00:08:56] five.  
 
SB: [00:08:57] Did you use to play, like with the other child. Did you involve the war in like, 
games you use to play, do you remember?  
 
CTB: [00:09:09] Yes. I remember looking into somebody's cellar door and yelling out Herman the 
German and one of the American guys is named Herman and the kids would call out, There goes 
Herman the German and then run like mad.  
 
SB: [00:09:29] What about like the propaganda regarding the war posters, comics, that sort of thing. 
Were you ever interested in that?  
 
CTB: [00:09:38] No I just remember seeing pictures of Rosie the Riveter. People, women took 
men's jobs. I knew that.  
 
SB: [00:09:49] OK.  
 
CTB: [00:09:49] I didn't know, nobody in our family went, my two uncles were in the war.  
 
SB: [00:10:01] Did you lose them or did they come home?  
 
CTB: [00:10:01] they came home.  
 
SB: [00:10:04] That's great!  
 
CTB: [00:10:05] One of them was there when they opened one of the prisoner's camps and they 
said they, they saw the people just were starving to death and they threw dynamite in the pond and 
the fish came up and they just ate the fish raw, They were so hungry. He was driving that truck in 
the war. And I remember him telling that story.  
 
SB: [00:10:35] That's rather sad.  
 
CTB: [00:10:36] But that's all I remember.  
 
SB: [00:10:47] OK. Do you have any particular stories that you remember, like, the most from 
World War II. Like, you said your uncle would tell that story all the time are there any stories that 
you know very well and tell?  
 
CTB: [00:10:59] No. I was too young. I know following my brother around. He'd make a lot of, 
draw pictures of airplanes shooting one another like cartoons.  
 
SB: [00:11:19] OK. How have your experiences, like, during World War Two, like you were very 
impressionable then, you were a child and how have they shaped your life. Do you think there's any 
major distinct way that they shaped your life?  
 



CTB: [00:11:34] I Know that they can, war can be horrible because we've seen all the pictures of 
what happened.  
 
SB: [00:11:45] What about the food rationing did that affect you and your family a lot especially, as 
you grew up later?  
 
CTB: [00:11:55] I don't think so. I think I was too young to realize what was going on. At five you 
don't remember much but I have a good memory for things that happened a long time ago but 
nothing that's stayed with me that much.  
 
SB: [00:12:17] What about your relationship with your uncles. Did they continue to tell stories 
about the war after it ended to you?  
 
CTB: [00:12:25] They, they did with friends, not talking to me because I was just too young but 
they sit around the table and drink coffee and tell what happened.  
 
SB: [00:12:51] Ok. Did you know anyone who besides your uncle's who got involved with the war? 
Best friends, best friends parents?  
 
CTB: [00:13:01] After the war my parents had some friends visit that he was on a submarine and he 
was on the German side and he said he was off of Los Angeles and they actually see the United 
States. And my father got these two friends together. One was German and One was American, for 
a day a picnic on the beach and introduced them and they talked about what they did. One from one 
side and one from the other side. But I was interested in swimming and wasn't interested in listening 
to what they were saying except that this is unusual to have two submariners one on the American 
side and one of them Germans side.  
 
SB: [00:14:05] Did you um, Do you know anyone who came who emigrated from Germany before 
the war really kicked up or no?  
 
CTB: [00:14:21] Trying to think. No. Only, only, Americans. I didn't know. After the war I played 
golf with a girl that was over in Germany. She was German and she came to the U.S. and she said 
they would set (Marshall?) On a war. Airplanes would fall over. They'd march the whole town out 
and put them in ditches and they lined the ditches with straw so they could get in them and put 
blankets over him and not be in town. When the U.S. bombed them and she came over here to live 
and married somebody that was from the German side.  
 
SB: [00:15:14] What's her name do you know?  
 
CTB: [00:15:16] Elka Hornby.  
 
SB: [00:15:19] Elka. You think she'd be interested in doing an interview product like this.  
 
CTB: [00:15:25] I don't think so because we've moved away from there. They were in Fort 
Lauderdale.  
 
SB: [00:15:32] Do you know anyone else who'd be interested in doing that taking part in the 
interview this project. Well besides Baba?  
 
CTB: [00:15:46] Yeah you already have Baba. That's all I can think of now.  
 
SB: [00:15:56] Do you have any like photographs or memorabilia from the wartime that you still 



keep with you.  
 
CTB: [00:16:03] No.  
 
SB: [00:16:04] No. What about some pictures of like, your parents. Like when your mom was a 
volunteer. You have any pictures of her?  
 
CTB: [00:16:15] I don't have any pictures of her when she was there. I have probably could find a 
picture of somebody in a uniform but would be take two days to look through all the pictures we 
have in here.  
 
SB: [00:16:36] Were you ever involved with like anything about the Holocaust itself.  
 
CTB: [00:16:46] No. Reading about it.  
 
SB: [00:16:50] All right. Do you... so how did you react? Like you said your earliest memory of the 
war was of it ending. Do you.. How did you react like had your whole family react?  
 
CTB: [00:17:13] Everybody was so excited. It was just people didn't want to stay in their house. 
They just wanted to go out and talk about it and how lucky we are. People came home and when 
they came home they had parades and people were just so happy it was just like winning the World 
Series only bigger. And there was one picture of a, of a man grabbing a nurse and he's in uniform 
and in the parade jumping out and grabbing the the nurse and kiss, and kissing her. That's been 
around for a long time.  
 
SB: [00:18:03] I think when you're talking about  
 
CTB: [00:18:05] And he says that he was the guy that did that. His name was moose. And we met 
him in a party but I don't know, I think there are a couple people that said that was them that 
grabbed the nurse. Now we just were supposed to get sent a picture from the home, that whatever 
happened to the picture of him you know him kissing the nurse.  
 
SB: [00:18:32] Yeah. What about your like, Your family and how it was impacted by the changes 
that came down after the war?  
 
CTB: [00:18:43] More people could get jobs again. And they came home and then up in New 
Jersey people started building houses for all the soldiers that came back and their family, like all 
these houses look alike that are just like cookie cutter houses because everybody wanted to have a 
family to settle down. And a lot of building was going on so it was sort of a good time.  
 
SB: [00:19:21] What about your mom? Was she still volunteering with Red Cross.  
 
CTB: [00:19:26] Not after the war was over. I don't know whether she did anything or not.  
 
SB: [00:19:34] OK. Do you have anything else about the war or after that you specifically want to 
mention in the interview?  
 
CTB: [00:19:40] No except it was, Now when you look at old movies and everything was certainly 
a horrible time. So many people were killed and I was too young to realize a lot of stuff was going 
on.  
 
SB: [00:20:12] Do you like, regret, Do you regret that like..?  



 
CTB: [00:20:15] Oh certainly. You think, whenever they mention war now you just think back to 
old movies that you've seen about the war and what happened and you think about, you have a 
grandson and you think he just about the right age if they started of war and nothing is worse.  
 
SB: [00:20:45] I think, its like, it is a scary thought that anyone you know could be enlisted.  
 
CTB: [00:20:58] Especially you think about your own family.  
 
SB: [00:21:00] Ok. So Thank you for participating in this interview.  
 
CTB: [00:21:10] Well you're welcome. There were some interesting questions. Made you think.  
 
SB: [00:21:20] So thank you for contributing to the historical archives. So yeah. Just thank you.  
 
CTB: [00:21:28] OK. Thank you for interviewing me. This was fun.  
 


